HARVARD HEALTH TALKS
great majority of these cases and deaths
occurred in adults who either had not
been vaccinated since childhood or who
had never been vaccinated at all. Re-
newed efforts were made by the officials
of the newly created State Board of
Health to enforce the law and to extend
the practice of vaccination. The success
of their efforts is reflected in the striking
decrease in the disease which ensued.
Since 1873, with a population increasing
from 1,600,000 to approximately 4,000,-
000, the total number of deaths for the
entire state for any one year has never
reached 50, with the exception of the
years 1901 and 1902. In those years an
outbreak occurred, largely confined to
the city of Boston, and the total deaths
in the two years numbered 387. Once
more it was found that there had ac-
cumulated a considerable proportion of
unvaccinated persons, but the whole-
sale vaccination of the people of Boston
brought the epidemic to an abrupt end.